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OPENING STATEMENT BY MEXICO 

 
NSG PLENARY MEETING 2013 

 

 
 

Madame Chairperson, Veronika Kuchynova Smigolova, 
 
 

Distinguished delegates, 
 

 
Ladies and gentlemen 
 

Since this is the first time my country takes the floor as a full participant government in a 

NSG Plenary Meeting, I would like to express the gratitude of the Government of Mexico 

to all Member States for the support given for our admission. We would like to express 

our appreciation to the governments that accompanied us from the moment we 

announced our intention to apply for membership and that gave us orientation and 

support, notably Spain, Brazil, South Africa, Argentina, New Zealand, The Netherlands 

and the USA. We also take this opportunity to recognize the delegation of the United 

States for its outstanding work as NSG Chair and for its support to the NISS and to 

Japan for its work as the NSG Point of Contact. 

 

My country is absolutely confident that under your guidance we will achieve a 

substantive outcome of this 2013 NSG Prague Plenary. I pledge the full support of 

Mexico to your chairmanship. 

 

Madame Chair, 
 

In Seattle, we highlighted that the driving force behind our aspiration was not only the 

well-known and long standing commitment of Mexico to nuclear disarmament and non-

proliferation, but also our enthusiasm to be part of this group of like-minded countries 

fully committed with non-proliferation. 

 

Mexico has developed high level technology, industrial capabilities and gained more 

experience in areas relevant to the NSG. This is the result of a dedicated and tireless 

multi-sectorial team work within the Mexican Export Control System, relying on the 

principles and guidelines of the main multilateral export control regimes. 
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Mexico reiterates its commitment with the NSG principles and guidelines. They 

constitute the core of the credibility of the Group, and their effective implementation 

contribute to the strengthening of the Regime implementing nuclear non-proliferation, 

nuclear disarmament and the promotion of the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

 

Madame Chair, 
 

Mexico is identifying strategies, based on international best practices, to ensure a better 

understanding of our National Industry of the Mexican Export Control System. Towards 

this end, we have carried-out outreach activities to promote a safer and better organized 

trade on sensitive items, which generates greater economic benefits. It also contributes 

to international efforts to preserve peace, security and non-proliferation. 

 

Intensive outreach programs to outline the new procedures have already been 

implemented within our national industry, and we are also conducting regular contacts 

with relevant authorities in Central America, bearing in mind the relevance of the region 

for brokering, transit and transshipment of goods regulated by export control regimes. 

 

Responding to the suggestion made by the UK, Mexico has shared the complete dossier 

that supported our application to the NSG during the 31st Consultative Group, as an 

example of best practices that can contribute to the outreach activities carried out by the 

NSG with countries interested in becoming new members of this group. This paper 

highlights the importance of a well-organized dossier when it comes to demonstrate the 

compliance with the Group admissibility criteria and the need of close consultations 

during the whole admission process. 

 

Madame Chair, 
 

Our participation in the NSG must be understood within Mexico’s broader policy in 

promoting nuclear security and nuclear safety; our active participation in the IAEA; our 

compliance with obligations under the NPT and the relevant UN Security Council 

Resolutions, as well as our commitments within initiatives such as the Nuclear Security 

Summit or the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism. 
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It is essential to maintain and extend the benefits of peaceful uses of nuclear energy by 

strengthening the IAEA safeguards system. In this regard, Mexico considers the IAEA 

Comprehensive Safeguards Agreement, in combination with an Additional Protocol, as 

the international verification standard to which all states should adhere as soon as 

possible. Additional Protocols are key confidence-building measures for global security. 

 

In this sense, Mexico has incorporated in its national legal framework a clause that 

considers the Additional Protocol an essential condition for nuclear supply for peaceful 

uses. Only those countries with this international standard in force could be recipients of 

Mexican exports of nuclear material, dual-use goods, equipment and related technology 

regulated by the NSG control lists.  

 

Madame Chair, 
 

We are facing serious challenges to the regime established by the NPT. Allow me to 

refer to some of them:  

 

The nuclear test performed by the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK) on 

February 12th 2013, constitutes a serious threat to international security and stability, as 

well as a violation of the international law, and several UN Security Council resolutions. 

 

Our country is concerned at the DPRK’s decision to cease all cooperation with the IAEA, 

and has urged that country to fulfill its international obligations under the relevant 

resolutions of the UN Security Council Resolutions and the IAEA, and return to the NPT 

and resume cooperation with the IAEA. 

 

In the case of Iran, we regret the lack of progress in resolving the outstanding issues 

with the IAEA. Even when all NPT member States have the right for the development, 

research, production and use of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes without 

discrimination, this right comes with strong obligations. My country urges Iran to fully 

comply with its international obligations including IAEA and UNSC resolutions, as well 

as the NPT provisions, without delay and without conditions, in order to restore 

international confidence in the exclusively peaceful nature of its nuclear program. 

 

All these challenges converge in one fact: We must strengthen the NPT, the corner-

stone and bed rock of the nuclear non–proliferation and disarmament regime.  
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Madame Chair, 
 

By adhering to the NSG, Mexico has demonstrated its seriousness and commitment to 

the nuclear non-proliferation regime, as well as our zeal to keep fortifying the NPT by 

strictly complying with our obligations as a Non-Nuclear-Weapon State, as well as with 

other ones beyond these binding provisions. As the promoter of the first nuclear weapon 

free zone in a densely populated area, Mexico continues to impulse the meetings of the 

Treaties establishing these denuclearized areas. 

 

Non-proliferation and disarmament are mutually reinforcing processes that require 

concrete and decisive actions in both fronts. Thus, it is of concern that more than 40 

years after the NPT entered into force, the undertaking foreseen under its Article VI has 

not been materialized yet. 

 

The spirit of the NSG and other export control regimes, resides in the fact that nuclear 

technologies can be used to promote, create, and solve, but also they can destroy, harm 

and devastate. We feel all our countries agree on the imperative of constantly reminding 

the 21st Century society of the harm nuclear weapons can inflict. 

 

This is the rationale that underpins Mexico's willingness to host the International 

Conference on the Humanitarian Impact of nuclear weapons, to take place on 13-14 

February 2014. This Conference will continue the discussion that countries, international 

organizations and 127 countries undertook in Oslo last March on the catastrophic effects 

of a nuclear detonation, intentional or accidental, on 21st Century security challenges 

such as climate, food security, health and development. 

 

We expect all NSG participant governments to be represented at the Conference in 

Mexico. 

 

Allow me to remind ourselves that we all share the common goal of a world free from 

nuclear weapons. It is imperative to demonstrate our adherence to this end, in all our 

endeavors. 

 

I thank you. 

 


